
Order of tunes, Instrumentation & Road maps 
 
A note about instrumentation: you are free to play any line on any instrument you want or 
have in your hand at the time. Obviously, we cannot hear you. Feel free to experiment or try 
something new.  
 
Tempos: These are approximate, and we will try not to go any faster. We will always play a tune 
first at a slower tempo and then at “performance” tempo. 
 

1. Ther is no rose of swych vertu 
Tempo: two beats per measure, dotted half = 47 
Road map: 
Burden, verse 1, burden, verse 2, burden, verse 4, burden, burden 
Possible Instrumentation: 
S, A, T recorders (Alto reads up octave) 
Voice, Bass recorder, Bass viol (Bass recorder reads treble clef up an octave) 

 
2. Nowell syng we 

Tempo: one beat per measure, dotted half = 54 
Road map: 
Burden, verse, burden, verse burden, burden 
Possible instrumentation: 
S, A/T, A/T recorders 
T fB cB recorders (fBass and cBass recorders read treble clef) 

 
 

3. A solis ortus – play two times 
Tempo: 3 beats per measure, quarter note = 108 
Possible instrumentation: 
T, T, B recorders 
S, S, A/T recorders (print the SST file for this song) 
Violin/Treble viol, Tenor dulcian, bass sackbut 

 
4. Vom Himmel hoch da komm ich her – play two times 

Tempo: four beats per measure, half note = 112 
Possible instrumentation: 
S, S, A/T recorders 
T, T, B recorders 
ATB crumhorns 

 
5. Puer natus est nobis 

Tempo: two beats per meaure, whole note = 63 
Possible instrumentation: 
S, A, T/B recorders (alto and bass read up an octave) 

 
 



6. I Saw Three Ships 
Tempo: two beats per measure, dotted quarter = 96 
Possible instrumentation: 
S, A/T, B recorders 
S, A, B reeds 

 
7. Bransle de l’Officiale – play two times 

Tempo: two beats per measure, half note = 100 
Possible instrumentation: 
S, S, A, T, B recorders or reeds 
Lines 1 & 2 on bagpipes w/F drone, bass viol or reed on line 5 

 
8. Huron Carol 

Tempo: quarter note = 76 
Possible instrumentation: 
S, A, T recorders (High) 
T, f-Bass, c-bass (Low) 

 
9. God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 

Tempo: four beats per measure, quarter note = 112 
Possible instrumentation: 
A, A/T, B recorders (bass reads treble clef up an octave) 

 
 
While the fun of attending workshops is collecting new music, I ask that you do not freely 
distribute the Huron Carol (#8) or God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen (#9) which are copyrighted. 
Although I made several changes to fit our instruments or my musical taste, they are not in 
public domain.  
 
Phil Neuman has graciously given me permission to use his arrangements of #2, 6 & 7.  
 
All other tunes are from CPDL or IMSLP and can be freely shared. 

 
 
  

 
 


